
Notes on Two Bronze Age Discoveries 
1n Leicestershire 

by 
T. G. E. Powell 

(1) Bronze Age Cremation Burial from Earl Shilton 
In the course of sand digging in 1938, an urn containing 

cremated bones was found on the high ground between the Hinckley 
Road and Heath Lane, Earl Shilton. (6-inch O.S. Leics. XXXVI 
S.W. Approx. position of find-spot: 14.5 ems. North and 9·3 
ems. East from S.W. corner of the sheet.) The site, now com
pletely dug away, was close to the 400 ft. contour, and commanded 
a wide prospect north and east. 

The urn appears to have been originaEy placed in a small 
straight-sided pit, dug just below the old ground surface, and there 
was a considerable amount of dark earth filling in the pit and spread 
~round it. The urn stood mouth upwards. 

The urn (Fig. 1) is in good condition. Its measurements are: 
Ht. 27.7 ems., Diam. of mouth 18.5 ems., of girth 22 ems .. , and of 
foot 9.1 ems. The paste is on the whole fine grained with gritty 
binding material, and the thickness of the fabric is on average l cm. 
The exterior surface has a smooth finish, and the colour varies from 
red to brown with grey patches. The vessel stands on a flat base, 
and the walls curve gradually upwards to the girth, above which is · 
a deep and broad collar. The rim, above the collar, is straight but 
inclines inwards and terminates in a flat lip. 

Decoration consists of deep strokes executed in the '' ·stab-and
drag " technique, probably with a sharp stick. On the collar, the 
strokes are arranged in a double herring-bone pattern, and on the 
rim a single line of oblique strokes is surmounted by a · herring-bone 
row. The flat lip is decorated with a series of deep oval impressions, 
and round the interior of the rim is a row of short oblique strokes. 

The vessel beloqgs to the general type known as '' Collared 
Urns " which was one of the principal ceramic forms in Britain 
during the middle portion of the Bronze Age. The Earl Shilton 
urn is typical of a sub-group localised in the East Midlands to which 
the urns from Syston and Mountsorrel (both in the Leicester 
Museum) also belong.1 

1These urns, which have not been published, will be described in a forth
coming study of the pottery of the region to be published in the 
Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society. 
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Fig. r. 

Urn containing cremation burial from Earl Shilton, Leics. ( ½ ). 
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The cremated bones were submitted to Dr. A. J. E. Cave, 
Royal College of Surgeons of England, who kindly reported on 
them and summarised as follows: 2 " Not more than one individual 
skeleton represented ... , and this an adult, presumably male, but 
with small teeth and delicate hands and feet. The open cranial 
sutures indicate maturity but not senescence. Occlusal surfaces of 
teeth well worn (crown attrition). No osteological data available 
as to racial affinity, etc." 

The writer is indebted to Miss K. M. Kenyon, who visited the 
site soon after the discovery, for various notes, to Mr. Frank 
Cottrill for the illustration of the urn, and to Mr. R. D. Abbott of 
the Leicester Museum for various assistance. 

2Dr. Cave's report, together with the bones and the um, is deposited in. 
the Leicester Museum. 
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(2) Socketed Bronze Axe of Breton Type from Jericho 
Lodge, Six Hills, Leicestershire 

Within recent years a socketed looped axe was found by a 
farm worker in a field lying to the north of Jericho Lodge, and close 
to the Foss Way, at a point a little under a mile south of Six Hills, 
in the parish of Thrussington, Leicestershire. (6-inch 0.S. Leics. 
XIX N.W. Approx. position of fincl'-spot: 5-4 ems. North, 2 .2 

ems. East from S. W. corner of the sheet.) At Six Hills the Foss is 
crossed by an ancient track, now a road, known as the Salters 
Way, which runs from the wold country in north-east Leicester
shire to the river crossing at Barrow-upon-Soar. The axe was 
obtained by Mr. E. A. Taylor, of Nottingham, who has presented 
it to the Leicester Museum. 

The axe (Fig. z) is 13 ems. long and displays ancient breakages 
around the socket mouth and on one face near the cutting edge. 
The casting jet has not been completely trimmed off the mouth of 
the socket. (Diam. of socket: 2.6 x 2.1 ems.) The form of the 
axe, being roughly square in section, and having straight sides and 
cutting edge (width: 3.1 ems.), shows it to belong to a distinctive 
type originating in Brittany.1 

Miss Lily F. Chitty, F.S.A., who has studied this axe type, and 
to whom drawings of the Jericho Lodge axe were sent, comments as 
follows: 

" A map of the distribution of this type in Southern Britain 
was published by 0. G. S. Crawford, in 1913,2 and one 
with additions by Chitty and Fox in 19333 when, in his 
Presidential Address to the Prehistoric Society of East 
Anglia, Sir Cyril Fox noted the concentration of such axes 
near the South Coast opposite Brittany, and on the Chalk 
Belt, with limited diffusions thence. Prof. Stuart Piggott 
has observed4 that the distribution is perhiperal to that 
of the Deverel-Rimbury Culture in Dorset and Wiltshire, 
and denotes direct connection with Brittany continuing 
in the Late Bronze Age. 
" Among nearly a dozen additions to the 1933 map, 5 the 
recent Leicestershire find' stands out in comparative isola-

IEvans, Anc. Er. Imps., II4-u6, Fig. 120. 

2L' Anthropologie, xxiv, 644, 649, Fig. 4. 
3Proc. Preh. Soc. East Anglia. vii, 158, Fig. roa; Map reproduced in Fox 

Personality of Britain, Ed. 4 (1943), Pl. X (a) . ' 
4Proc. Preh. Soc., 1938, 94. 
5There are so~e three ~r four axes of this type reported as having been 

found m Yorkshire, but the records are unsatisfactory. It is 
u_nderstood th~t a /l'eneral study of ~his axe type, embracing the Con
tmental material, 1s under preparat10n by Dr. Margaret Davies . 
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tion in the N.E. Midlands. The Salters Way appears to 
have carried Bronze Age traffic linking on to the well
known Jurassic Route, and the Foss Way itself was clearly 
the Roman successor of an important line of diffusion 
between the Avon, Soar and Trent basins, along which this 
Breton Axe may well have travelled from the South." 

With regard to tli.e arch.eology of the Leicester region generally, 
it may be said that the Jericho Lodge axe is an interesting addition 
to the small but important collection of Late Bronze Age metal 
types known from the area. Tliis axe, together with the even more 
exotic bronzes of Central European origin found in the Welby 
hoard, some six mi~es east along the Salters Way, 6 give testimony 
of the increased trading activities which grew up across Britain in 
the period immediately before the introduction of an iron-working 
economy. 

The writer is indebted to Mrs. Margaret Scott, B.Sc., for the 
illustrations of the axe. 
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Fig. 2. 

Bronze socketed axe from Jericho Lodge, Six Hills, Leics. ( ½ ). 

6The Welby hoard is being published in a forthcoming number of The 
Archaeological Journal by the present writer. 


